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THE RIGHT PATH

CHOOSING

hen our thoughts are tainted with hatred,
W intolerance takes hold and chaos reigns in society.
Consequently harmony is forsaken and instead
of resolving social issues with wisdom and insight as should

be the norm in any civilized society, it is prejudice and
resentment that begins to overshadow every debate.

Mr. Iftikhar Arif expressed it beautifully when he said”Oh my
God, make me credible to this extent, Turn the place where
Ilive into a home. My land is my final reference, whether I
remain or not, make it prosperous.”

Our country is our identity and our conduct will determine
its fate, future and prosperity. Reason can only prevail if we
remind ourselves of the gravity and responsibility that Mr.
Arif’s poetic words carry and that are eloquently referred to
here.

Moreover, imparting sound values, knowledge about what is
ethically and morally right/wrong is a task that is undertaken
and imparted not just at home but also in our educational
institutions: it is where our future generations are molded
and an association is forged with the history, culture, religion,
society and people of this land. Our prosperity will come from
this youth and from these safe spaces such as our schools,
colleges and universities that can be likened to incubators for
their moral and intellectual growth.

The greatness of this land lies in its generosity of spirit; it
welcomes others with open hearts including respect for beliefs
and opinions. If we extinguish this humanity within us then
that barren space in our hearts will only breed malice and
hamper the development of our future generations. Let us not
go down such a path of ignorance.

o

Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri
Vice Chancellor
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.E. Dr. Mehmet Pacaci,
H Ambassador of the Republic of

Turkiye, visited the National
College of Arts, Lahore on 03-02-2023.
Mr. Pacaci is a scholarly figure and has a
distinguished career in Foreign Service
and education spanning over decades. The
VC NCA, Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri warmly
received the esteemed Ambassador along
with faculty and staff. Prof. Dr. Jafri gave
Mr. Pacaci a briefing about the history and
heritage of the college which is almost 150
years old and the contributions it has made
in the field of art education on both local
and international levels.

The VC NCA, Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri and
H.E Dr. Mehmet Pacaci talked about
educational cooperation between Turkiye
and Pakistan. Dr. Jafri told him about
various exchange programs that NCA has

I

LR T
PRI

TURKISH AMBASSADOR

MEHMET PACACI

VISITS NATIONAL COLLEGE

OF ARTS

signed with Turkish universities. Recently a
few of the faculty members also visited the

arts residencies in Turkey. The Ambassador
toured the Degree Show and appreciated the
thoughtful exhibition of works by young artists.

Mr. Pagac1 commented on bilateral relations
between he two countries saying “Turkiye
and Pakistan have centuries-old cultural
ties. Both countries share a lot in terms of
language, arts, music, architecture and social
values. New possibilities for exchange of
knowledge and skills in these avenues can be
encouraged”.

Prof. Jafri agreed upon extending programs
in the field of Arts. The Turkish Ambassador
also proposed a sculpture project to
commemorate 75 years of Pak-Turk
Friendship and diplomatic relations. The visit
was concluded on a note of appreciation by
the guest on receiving such a warm welcome.
The Ambassador presented a book to the

VC titled “Poetry Nature Etched on Earth;
Cappadocia.”

The Vice Chancellor in return presented a
book published in collaboration with the
Czech Embassy celebrating the lives of
notable women of Pakistan and the Czech
Republic.
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QAWWALI

SALIM SABRI

FUNDRAISING IS THE GENTLE ART OF TEACHING THE JOY OF GIVING.
- Hank Rosso -

Aresha Fatima

earthquake in Turkey and Syria has made

headlines in the last few months. Tremors
were felt in many provinces of Turkey where the
death toll reached more than 50,000 and about
160,000 thousand buildings collapsed.

T he plight of people affected by the recent

In this difficult time, donations from all over
the whole world poured in to show support for

the thousands of families who lost their homes,

livelihoods and loved ones. The National College
of Arts, Lahore also chipped in to play its role in

helping the victims of the tragedy.

In regards to this, NCA organized a Qawwali
night as a means of raising funds where

renowned Qawwal singers Saleem Sabri and
Waseem Sabri performed. This program was

~ performanceof the |

held underthe

guidance of VC Prof.

Dr. Murtaza Jafri

as a relief effort for

the affected people

of both countries.

Proceeds from the

food stalls were

also part of the

donation therefore

faculty and students

were encouraged 7
to purchase )
refreshments. From
this Program NCA
was not only able to
collect a handsome
amount for donation
but everyone alse
enjwagml

Sabri brothers. |
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The Balochi word ‘Droshum’ means
form and expression thus embodying

the essence of all contemplations. The
exhibition explored the theme of form in
nature which is ubiquitous in everything
from the mystery of inanimate matter

to the humane face and cultural garb of
Balochistan from the grandest mountains
to the tiniest pebbles, from the intricate
web of veins to the swirling patterns of
the galaxies. “Droshum” is not just a
visual experience but also has a tactile,
emotional, and intellectual impact- a
language that speaks to us at all times.

The exhibition was inaugurated by
Consulate General of The Islamic
Republic of Iran, Mr. Mehran Movahed

Far and was attended
by many art lovers and
enthusiasts. The Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Dr.
Murtaza Jafri expressed
his honour in hosting the
exhibition.

The works of the two artists
captured the essence of two
extremes - the particular and
local on one hand and the
universal and natural on the
other.

Additionally, the exhibition
was complemented by
soulful performances of
Baloch folk musicians who
came all the way from
Quetta to perform in Lahore
for the first time. The
performances by Wazeer
Khan Bugti, Khawand Baksh
Bugti, Hosain Baksh Bugti,
Arz Muhammad Bugti

and Naeem Dilpul were

a highlight of the event,
enchanting the audience
with their traditional music
and adding to the overall
cultural richness of the
exhibition.
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DELEGATION OF
THE SENIOR

MANAGEMENT
COURSE

FROM NIM
VISITS NCA
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delegation of the ‘Senior
Management Course’
from NIM (National

Institute of Management) visited

the National College of Arts,
Lahore. The tour of NCA was
intended to give the guests some
insight into the art and cultural
sectors of the country.

The guests were warmly
welcomed at NCA and were
briefed on various activities
currently underway at the
college. They visited different
departments of the college and
previewed the Degree Show.
They appreciated the historic
architecture of NCA and hoped
many more visits and training
sessions would follow this one.
The session allowed guests to
familiarize themselves with
the history and vision of NCA.

Members of NIM were presented
with souvenirs at the end of their
official visit. NIM organizes these

local visits for the training of
government officials working on

the Federal and Provincial levels.

NCA Newsletter Quarterly
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Prime Minister’s

Green Youth Movement

A\ NATIONAL
OF ARTS (

A Federal Chartered Institute
GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN

DEFORESTATION

POSTER
COMPETITION
& SPRING
PLANTATION
DRIVE

rom education to craftsmanship and
Ffrom art to environment, our youth

will contribute to and inherit the
resources of this planet. Unfortunately,

these resources are under threat owing to
climate change and global warming.

With these concerns in mind a Poster
Competition and Plantation Drive were
undertaken by the National College of Arts
(NCA), Lahore in collaboration with the
Prime Minister’s Green Youth Movement.
Miss Shaza Fatima Khawaja, the Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister on Youth
Affairs, participated as the Chief Guest in
the event. The work produced by students
under the theme of the environment was
an attempt to engage with these issues
through the use of innovative design
possibilities. Many of the posters were

BECAUSE
WE LIVE HERE.

BETTER

thought provoking in terms of theme and
content. Students also participated in the
plantation within and outside the university
campus as a marker of their consciousness

towards the preservation of the environment.

The Chief Guest, Miss Khawaja in her
address to the students lauded the zealous
participation of students and commented
that students’ sensitivity towards the issue
gives her hope for the future of our country
and the future of the planet. She praised
the efforts of students by stating that this
unique combination of spring plantation and
sustainable art by young students can truly
be marked as a milestone in our campaign;
it will encourage climate responsibility and
highlight the future role of contemporary
design in investigating solutions to current
problems.
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HOSTS
CREATIVE
ART
COMPETITION
AND
EXHIBITION
ON

WORLD

RECYCLING
DAY

he National College of Arts,
T Lahore recently observed

World Recycling Day by
hosting ECO-ECHOES, a creative
art competition and exhibition. The
purpose of the event was to raise
awareness about the importance of
reusing waste materials to protect the
environment and also educating the
masses to take radical steps to protect
our environment.

Supported by Terylene Clean, the
competition challenged NCA students
to find creative ways to redesign

used plastic bottles and give them

a new dimension. The resulting
artworks were exhibited at the
college, attracting a large number

of art enthusiasts, NCA faculty and
students.

While sharing his thoughts, Vice-
Chancellor NCA Prof. Dr. Murtaza
Jafri emphasized the role of
responsible waste management in
protecting the environment. He
added that “The artworks prepared by
the students on the occasion of World
Recycling Day make us realize that
we have to take drastic measures to
protect the environment around us
and also should act like responsible
citizens of this country”.

At the end of the event, the students
were awarded prizes to motivate
them further. The competition and
exhibition were a great success,
showcasing the creativity and talent
of NCA students while also promoting
an important message about
environmental sustainability.
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He performed several pieces for the

audience at NCA including fusion
music with students of the NCA
was received with great appreciation

guitar and the tabla. The performance
by members of the audience.

several international music festivals.

they performed ragas on the violin,
pakhawaj, bass guitar, vocals, lead

Musicology Department in which

£o Paganini
pavel SPOrcl

Homeage
.(CZeCh Republic)
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who has performed

a stalwart violinist from the

Czech Republic. The Show was titled “Homage
to Paganini” and was held at the Shakir Ali

perform a “drive-in” concert during
the first year of the pandemic and
the first to give a concert on a lake
to socially distanced audience

ININVOVd

n 2™ March, the NCA Musicology
Department had the privilege of hosting

Pavel Sporcl

Ol 39VIWOH

Auditorium NCA. Organized and sponsored by
NCA and the Embassy of the Czech Republic of
Pakistan, the event featured Sporcl, renowned
for playing his “blue violin”

regularly in many venues across the world

and has sold more than 230,000 CDs as

well as making television appearances. He

was also the first classical musician to
members in boats! In addition

to being a classical musician,

Sporecl also leads a critically

acclaimed Czech gypsy

music ensemble and is also

the Artistic Director of

Dr. Usman Mai
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UNDERSTANDING THE
APERTURE OF LIGHT

IN ARCHITECTURE
A TECHNICAL WORKSHOP FOR
ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS

MS. FANG WANG

VISITS NCA
RAWALPINDI CAMPUS

Yasir Hanif

s. Fang Wang Spouse

r of H.E Jakob Linulf

g q Ambassador of Denmark n 13" April 2023, a highly anticipated them to showcase the different aspects of light
to Pakistan was welcomed by the O event took place at the NCA Rawalpindi and it’s behavior. The event was a great success
Vice Chancellor NCA, Prof. Dr. campus. Students from the Architecture with faculty members from various disciplines
Murtaza Jafri. She visited various Department organized an activity called visiting the spaces and admiring the models
departments of the campus and “Aperture of Light,” which involved creating and structures. The students’ hard work paid
interacted with students. building structure models and prototypes that off and they received encouragement and praise

demonstrated the various ways in which light from their professors and peers alike. This event

Ms. Fang Wang expressed behaves when interacting with structures.The also provided them with a platform where they
her appreciation for NCA and students put in a lot of effort in perfecting their could interact with faculty members and receive
specifically praised the institute’s models by carefully crafting and designing valuable feedback.

strategy of the Community
Outreach Programme that seeks
out talented students from across
the country. Ms. Wang was of the
opinion that one of the foundations
of success of a society is to use

all the talent, not just recycle
leadership from the same layers

of society. She also encouraged
students to enhance the spectrum
and scope of Art and Design among
the community.
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SEMINAR IN
THE CULTURAL
STUDIES
DEPARTMENT
“CHAT GPT AND
ITS EFFECTS ON
TEACHING AND
LEARNING”

Naveen Zehra

n Monday 29" May 2023 the Cultural
O Studies Department at NCA, Lahore
organized and conducted a Seminar
titled “Chat GPT and its Effects on Teaching
and Learning” at the Shakir Ali Auditorium.
The session was divided into three parts with
each faculty member elaborating upon an aspect
of Chat GPT, covering the advantages and
shortcomings of Al

Gul Mehreen Rahman started off the Seminar
and provided a comprehensive introduction

of this AT model. She discussed the dominant
characteristics of Chat GPT such as its ability
to understand and generate human-like texts
thus opening up possibilities across various
domains. The overview also sought to counter
assumptions and highlight pitfalls emphasizing

the importance of academic integrity and being
wary of over reliance on AT models like Chat GPT.
Rahman’s argument underscored the negative
consequences and penalties of using Chat GPT to
plagiarize and copying work.

The second speaker, Areecha Ahmad
demonstrated both the immense potential

and disadvantages of Chat GPT by providing
examples of how commonly used generic and
flawed prompts by students could sometimes
potentially lead to plagiarized papers and
assignments. The third and the last part of the
Seminar was covered by Naveen Zehra who
explained in detail how the use of Al in Academic
Research can at times mislead you while doing
research, apparently Chat GPT is not accurate
and sometimes generates incorrect data, citations
and even bibliographies.

The Seminar concluded on a cautionary note
albeit one that was also optimistic. Artificial
Intelligence softwares are designed by humans.
However, their knowledge is derived. The
Seminar was followed by an interactive question/
answer session where students talked about their
experiences of using/working with AT softwares.

The Seminar was well attended. Students and
teachers of the Department were present. The
Dean of Humanities; Professor Dr. Farida
Batool felt that such seminars should become
a regular feature, they serve as a medium for
communication and debate between students
and faculty.

¥ p'_,.-*

he Ministry of Broadcast asked for
T recommendations from different
institutes across Pakistan to take part
in the “Cinema in 5 Days” Competition held at
The Tashkent International Film Festival. Two
students were recommended by the Film and
Television Department from NCA, Lahore
as well. Recommendations from across
the country were vetted by the Ministry
and the best ones were forwarded to
Tashkent along with their portfolios. Out (g
of those, Ali Aabid from Fourth Year,
the writer/ Director Marvi Magsood

"CINEMA IN 5 DAYS”
COMPETITION AT

THE 14TH
TASHKENT
INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL

also from Fourth year were selected by the
Organizing Committee of the Festival.

On 7th September, these students flew from
Lahore to Tashkent. On their arrival, they
were received by the Festival Committee. The
winners attended a Press Conference related to
the competition and left for Qashgadaryo the
next morning where shooting commenced.
The duo had the opportunity to work
with well known actors from Uzbekistan.
Prior to the opening of their film several
interviews were conducted and dinners
were hosted for these talented students.
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A TALK ON
MUGHAL
IDEOLOGY

OF UNIVERSAL
RULE

BY HISTORIAN
DR. CORINNE

LEFEVRE
AT NCA

Mahrukh Bagjwa

in Early Modern and Mughal India. She is
affiliated with The National Center for Scientific
Research (CNRS) and is a member of the Centre
for South Asian Studies, Paris. Recently Dr. Lefévre
visited the National College of Arts, Lahore for her
talk on the research she has conducted over the years
about the Mughal Empire in India.

Prof. Dr. Corinne Lefévre is a scholar specializing

In her lecture titled “The Mughal Ideology of
Universal Rule and its Visual Translation” she
shared her views on her recently published book on

Power and Elites during Emperor Jahangir’s
reign. The resources for her research
mostly comprise of a wide array of sources
including Indo-Persian literature, paintings,
monuments, inscriptions, and coins.

Through her talk Dr. Lefévre tried to

analyze the gaps left by most written

sources regarding the Mughal Empire in

the Subcontinent specifically after Akbar’s
demise. She was of the view that more
documentation needs to be done with regards
to 17th century India and how the Mughal
elite functioned in that time. Students and
faculty present at the lecture appreciated the
depth of knowledge Ms. Lefévre had on the
subject.
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Programs. They also provided suggestions
on improving the quality of teaching and
learning.

Finally an exit meeting was planned with the
VC, Deans, and HEC team. NCA souvenirs
were presented to the external team
members and VC thanked the team for their
valuable suggestions.

education, HEC conducts evaluations for the

Degree Programs in different institutions. At
NCA the Institutional Performance Evaluation
and Program Review for the Graduate Degree
Program was conducted by the external team
members appointed by HEC. The evaluation
is highly focused on University governance,
academia, and quality assurance. The external
team members were Prof. Dr. Sumera Jawad,
Punjab University, Prof. Dr. Rifat Dar, Lahore
College of Women University, and Mr. Ali Raza
Qureshi, Garrison University Lahore. The IPE
and Program Review started with the briefing
session with VC, Deans, Registrar, Director
QEC and other officers. The IPE is highly
focused on University governance, academia
and quality assurance. The session continued
for two days and the external team reviewed all
the procedures and the academic functioning of
NCA. The team met with the Deans, the heads
of Departments and students to discuss in detail
the structure and professional aspect of the

In order to meet the standards for quality

AND REVIEW OF THE
GRADUATE DEGREE

HEC EVALUATION
PROGRAMS
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ROMANCING

THE PAST
REIMAGINING
LOST HERITAGE

contemporary artists to explore certain

ideologies by critically engaging with the
past by weaving lived and perceived realities
together. The experiences traced down by the
subsequent engagement with the collective
and personal histories can take visceral forms
as evident in the works of Shaheen Saliah
Mohammed who is a contemporary artist from
Mauritius invited to NCA as part of the NCA
Artist-in-Residence Program. Ms. Mohammed
explores the fine line between dance and
performance. Her basic inspiration comes from
Indo-Persian dance aesthetics which are the

It has been a creative urge of many

inspiration for her performance centric research.

Ms. Muhammed spent much of her time in the
Miniature Department where she was inspired

by the characters of Indo-Persian miniature
painting. She also gave a workshop to miniature
students on how to embody performance into
their two-dimensional works and bring the static
characters to life. Ms. Muhammed also modeled
in motion for a drawing class, setting the mood for
students in encouraging them to draw the figure
in motion. Students at NCA also benefited from

a photo-embroidery workshop conducted by Ms.
Muhammed where she demonstrated tips and
tricks to successfully do needlework on paper. She
used basic, flat, raised and woven stitches to add a

layer of their personal narration on the photograph.

The Residency culminated in a Show, “Between
Image and imagination: Romanticizing a
Forgotten Heritage” which was inaugurated

at the Zahoor ul Akhlaq Gallery. It marked

the completion of Ms. Muhammed’s six-week
Residency which was a response to exploring the

transmission of culture that had been lost through

the lens of a diasporic artist living miles away
from the Subcontinent. The narratives otherwise
forgotten in the context of the “White Gaze”
through western perspective were also part of the
dialogue presented by the artist. Her personal
association with the Subcontinent manifested

in the photographs and embroidery collages
addressing the crumbling beauty of the Walled
City of Lahore. Her meanderings in the old city
of Lahore during her research left an impact on
her thought process as she recalls her childhood

experiences with her grandmother who made
her wear a Tawiz for safety and cooked Niaz as a
ritual. She found a similar yet nuanced version
of culture and religion to be present in both the
countries which she tried to depict in her works.

The second room of the Zahoor-ul-Akhlaq Gallery
displayed a projection of the backdrop of Ms.
Muhammed’s paper-cut composition with a

light source behind the screen to enable shadow
play. The main piece being a Pahari miniature
inspired her layered paper cutting composition
and depicted a maiden lost in her thought while
looking at a lotus flower. It was an open invitation
for the visitors to appropriate the space and play
with shadows using their own imagination.

A mesmerizing performance was also part

of the exhibition for which she collaborated
with students of Atiq Ur Rehman from the
Musicology Department namely Zaira Ali and
Mahrukh who performed Raga Dhrupad, a rare
genre of classical Hindustani music. The space
resonated with the melodious voice of Zaira Ali
and Mahrukh’s pakhavaj.

Other than the show, NCA arranged an artist
talk with the artist in residence. In her talk

Ms. Muhammed mentioned how she started

a circus company in her home country along
with her partner. The talk was a retrospective of
her images and video sketches that were about
her becoming a contemporary circus artist

and searching to find a link between circus/
dance and performance. Other than circus Ms.
Muhammed mentioned that she is interested in
embroidery, collage making and photography.

Thinking critically, her talk explored the idea of
the White Gaze in the western canon of art in

relation to notions about beauty that are framed
by the discourse in the contemporary art world.

Students and faculty attended the talk; they
asked questions regarding Ms. Muhammed’s
artistic journey and how her personal
interests shaped her residency at NCA. It was
an insightful and engaging experience for
students who gained insight into a unique
interdisciplinary practice that touched upon
contemporary ideas.
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Hadiga Aamir

n November 2022, a group of four staff/
I faculty members, namely, Muhammad
Shahzad Tanveer, Hadiga Aamir, Rida
Fatima Bukhari and Qasim Naeem from National
College of Arts went to UK to attend a month
long Artist Residency Program at Visual Art

Centre London (VACL).

The Residency was based in London, United
Kingdom, and the residents were provided a
studio space along with accommodation and
materials. The Residency provided a schedule with
details of all the museums, workshops and art
galleries where the artists were supposed to visit
during their stay at Visual Art Centre London.

The Residency was a huge learning experience
for the NCA cohort and enabled them to work
on multidisciplinary ideas. In a workshop on
Aesthetics of Public Arts by British Society of
Aesthetics at King’s College London, the artists
in residence exchanged their views regarding
monumentalism in public art and new media
that can be used to engage large audience in
experiencing public art.The group also went

to N22 Open Studio Day at Collage Art space 5

NCA TEAM
ATTENDS ARTIST
IN RESIDENCE

PROGRAM AT
VISUAL ART
CENTRE
LONDON

in North London. This space was a co-working
place for artists and designers. It was an excellent
opportunity to network with artists based in
London and to exchange opportunities.

At the completion of the residency period an
exhibition of the NCA group was scheduled

on 16th November 2022 at the Grove atrium

at Middlesex University London. They were
provided with a space by Dr. Tansy Spinks, a
senior lecturer at Middlesex, where the exhibition
was planned. Invites were sent to all faculty, staff
and alumni to visit the show in the evening.

The show began at 4:30 pm and the NCA team
was pleased by the response from the students,
faculty of the institute and visitors from outside
the campus. Senior professors of the institute
took keen interest in the works displayed while
they discussed concerns of each work.

Dr. Tansky Spikes gave them a tour of all the
studios to have a look at the latest facilities
available at Middlesex University. They also
engaged with the students of MFA and exchanged
views on each other’s practices. They were

taken to their conference room where all senior

administration and faculty members joined them.

Mr. Shahzad Tanveer showed a documentary on
National College of Arts regarding the creative
activities at NCA and also highlighted the new
changes that took place under the patronage of
Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri, VC NCA.

Other than the arts, the IT member researched
about some new methodologies and frameworks

for development of modules in the IT industry.
He interacted with top experts in a variety of
fascinating fields of computer science. He learned
about the new software systems to implement the
latest technologies on web portals.

The whole experience of the Residency at
VACL helped everyone to engage with artists in
London, explore more opportunities and gather
inspiration for their individual practices.

llll!] I
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RAWALPINDI
CAMPUS

CA Rawalpindi Campus has
Nmaintained a great tradition

of celebrating the arrival of
foundation year students. Every year the

seniors get together to make sure that the
new students feel at home in the college.

This year the event was organized on
16th June, 2023 with great enthusiasm
and excitement. Students and faculty
rejoiced in the spirit of the festival. The
event followed a traditional theme where
students came dressed up in beautiful
ethnic attire and took pictures with
friends. There were many mesmerizing
performances at the event. The theater,
music and dance performances by
different societies were much appreciated
by everyone. Such festivals are an
essential part of college life as they
strengthen the bond shared between the
students for the years to follow.

“It is spring, And the ledger is opened again.

From the abyss where they were frozen,
those days suddenly return”
- FAIZ AHMED FAIZ -

Cototrating

LRIE
WARMTH
OF
SPRING

he arrival of Spring brings a unique mix
of nostalgia and hope that ushers in a
feeling of warmth. One sees flowers in

bloom everywhere, their scent impregnating the
air and surroundings with a delightful fragrance.

At National College of Arts, Lahore this festive
season was celebrated with the same zeal and
splendor as ever. A carnival festival was arranged
with the colour red as the highlight of the event.
The festival took place on March 10th, 2023
and students gathered to celebrate with dance,
music, delightful performances and much more.
The Foundation Year students presented their
projects in the midst of electrifying sounds by
the band “3 Taal”. Everyone including faculty
and staff welcomed the colours of the season.
The splendid decor enhanced the ambiance of
the event which the students put together with
great enthusiasm.
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AN OVERVIEW OF SEMINARS

“NEW APPROACHES
TOWARDS CULTURE

AND ART”

he Cultural Studies Program at NCA
I allows students to engage with various
frameworks and discourses pertaining to
their area of interest. Identifying and coalescing
their research with appropriate methodologies
is often a challenge for students. With these
concerns in mind the Department has introduced
a course for Semester 7 students titled “Seminar:
New Approaches Towards Culture and Art
Theories.” The aim of this course is to help
students gain exposure to and develop a diverse
understanding of research oriented approaches in
the realm of Humanities and Arts.

This year the course featured talks by young
and mid-career researchers, academics and
practitioners from the fields of arts, film,
museums and media. While some guest speakers
were invited to the National College of Arts,
Lahore campus to address their audience, for
certain lectures students were expected to visit
artist studios, conferences and museums.

ART TALK

WITH

PROF. SALIMA HASHMI & FAIZA BUTT

The course commenced with a talk by Professor
Salima Hashmi and renowned artist Faiza Butt
which was held at the headquarters of HBL.
The interactive session featured an overview
and analysis of the art practice of London-based
artist Faiza Butt. Butt shed light on the research
and development of her iconic pop culture-
inspired images and her journey as an artist.

Students also visited The Mushtaq Ahmad
Gurmani Center at LUMS where Saba Qizilbash
held an engaging and insightful talk on her
recent award- winning body of artworks

titled, “Contested Cartography: An Inquiry

into Nuanced History.” Qizilbash’s drawings

in graphite question nationhood, historical
narratives and issues of repatriation in a
postcolonial scenario. Her narration revealed a
meticulous methodology that combined process-
based art/Studio research with a critique of
museum histories, colonial erasure and the
politics of identity in relation to populist/
nationalistic agendas.

Neha Fatima’s talk titled “ Laissez-Faire:
Historic London Fairs as Lost Cultural

Heritage” was exemplified by an interest in
archival research amongst other methodologies.
Numerous images of the evolution of fairs,
spatial layouts and their architectural designs
were shown. Fatima’s research located fair sites
as examples of transient, mobile spaces and their
place in the realm of cultural heritage.

Dr. Pippa Virdee was invited to the NCA Lahore
Campus to discuss her book “Pakistan: A Short
Introduction.” Virdee’s book focused on the
ancient past of Pakistan and demonstrated

the rich and varied trajectories of human
settlements in the region. Set against the
backdrop of Pakistan’s political evolution,
Virdee’s book highlighted the resilience and
continued engagement of continuities between
the land and its people despite political
fragmentation and turmoil.

Fazal Rizvi’s artist talk took place at the Shakir
Ali Auditorium in NCA and was well attended
by both students and faculty of various
departments. Rizvi is an interdisciplinary artist
who draws on his own lived experiences and
the concept of the “the second generation
immigrant.” Rizvi’s practice relied on archival
material, personal accounts and practices such
as letter writing that reconstructed a sensitive
and nuanced portrayal of personal and collective
loss.

Students visited the art/creative space, “Mantiq
of the Mantis” where Mehreen Murtaza and
Sabeen Jamil delved into the importance of
sensory, intuitive and reflective experiences in

art practice based research and the possibilities
inherent in how they may inform research
methods and data collection. Students also
participated in an interactive workshop where
these ideas were duly demonstrated.

Documentary maker Syed Hassan Zaidi held a
talk to discuss the research processes that had
contributed to the making of his international
award winning film “Danki.” The word “Danki”
is a colloquial term and distortion of the word
“dinghy” which describes the grueling and

life threatening journey that helpless, illegal
migrants collectively undertake across land and
sea to reach Europe amongst other regions. The
documentary provided a compelling account

of the perils, risks and dangers of human
smuggling. Through the pre-production process
Zaidi walked students through the gradual
development of his research for the project.

He emphasized the importance of the ability to
organise, document and execute research with
a rigour and planning which he felt in his case
was necessary given the nature of his subject.

Other speakers
and talks included
Shazia Sikandar
and Masooma
Khawaja who
discussed their art
practice, Professor
Corrine Lefevre and
researchers from
the Lahore Photo
Festival.
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