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A driven and principled leadership can 
change the course of history for any 
nation. As an educational platform 

it is our role to promote a confident and 
professional youth which can make rigorous 
contribution in the national fabric. Our country 
needs capable people who can reinforce 
national interest and advocate for self-
improvement. 

Education, rational decision making, political 
awareness and positive thinking can uplift the 
entire nation in any kind of situation. 

Every informed and concerned Pakistani 
yearns for a country which is free of any 
corruption, hypocrisy and other societal ills 
which push us on a downward spiral. It is the 
the creative arts which can bring that change in 
the community that is desperately needed and 
pave the path towards a better future that our 
forefathers envisioned. Certainly, a vision of the 
true Pakistan.

In the words of Sahir Ludhianvi:

“Someday, that morning will arrive,

When the shroud of darkness that has 
enveloped these centuries will lift,

When sorrow will disperse like clouds, and joy 
will overflow like an ocean,

When the sky will dance like a moonlit maiden, 
and the earth will sing songs.

Someday, that morning will come!

Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri
Vice Chancellor
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The National College of Arts, Lahore in 
partnership with Glasgow Life Museums 
and Walled City of Lahore Authority 

presented a showcase of the OSCH Lahore x 
Glasgow Crafting Histories project supported 
by the British Council. The Crafting Histories 
project enables youth participants from Glasgow 
and Lahore to map  and forge new connections 
between the UK and Pakistan through traditional 
craft practices represented in the collections and 
sites of all three partnering institutions. This 
exploration extended to include the oral traditions 
of Urdu, Persian, Punjabi and Gaelic storytelling. 
A group of young participants from Lahore and 
Glasgow tuned into each other remotely and 
forged fresh connections between Pakistan and 
the UK through the traditional art practices of 
fresco work, mirror work and storytelling.

OSCH Lahore X Glasgow presents

Crafting Histories

The Federal Minister of Education & Professional 
Training; Honorable Mr. Madad Ali Sindhi graced 
the exhibition OSCH Lahore X Glasgow with his 
presence. Minister Madad Ali Sindhi expressed 
his heartfelt appreciation for the dedicated work 
and outstanding team effort showcased at the 
exhibition. He also added that the collaboration 
between NCA, Glasgow Life Museums, and the 
Walled City of Lahore Authority supported by the 
British Council exemplifies the power of connecting 
cultures through traditional craft and storytelling.

The work displayed at NCA was a culmination 
of a series of workshops, seminars and close 
conversations with master craftsmen, museum 
professionals, art historians and artists. The 
works offered reflections of community through 
conversations and connections through craft.

Mahrukh Bajwa
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The Board of Governors meeting 
was held at National College of Arts 
on Monday, 23rd October 2023. 

Relevant matters of importance pertaining 
to NCA and art education were discussed 
at length. Federal Minister for Education & 
Professional Training Honorable Mr. Madad 
Ali Sindhi presided over the meeting. Federal 
Secretary for Education Mr.Waseem Amjad 
Chaudhary was also part of the meeting. 

The meeting consisted of senior members 
who have been presiding over matters 
relevant to Art education in the past as well. 
The meeting was conducted and concluded 
successfully under the Federal Ministry of 
Education. Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Murtaza 
Jafri himself has ensured that these meetings 
are held on a regular basis for the best 
interest of the college.

BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS 

MEETING 
HELD AT 

NATIONAL 
COLLEGE  
OF ARTS
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Teesside 
University’s 

delegates 
Visit

National 
College
of Arts

Lynne Hugill, the Principal Lecturer (International) at 
Teesside University, UK, and Syed Abidi, the Regional 
Director of Teesside University (Pakistan and MENA 

region), paid a visit to the National College of Arts, Lahore. 
Upon their arrival, Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri 
warmly welcomed the guests  and they sat down to discuss 
the importance of collaborative initiatives within the sphere 
of higher education.

They delved into the specifics of potential scholarships and 
Exchange Programs highlighting a shared vision aimed at 
fostering international connections and promoting academic 
excellence. The positive ambiance during the visit laid the 
groundwork for a promising partnership between Teesside 
University and the National College of Arts, Lahore enabling a 
spirit of mutual understanding and cooperation. 
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Durre Bloch

It was a moment of pride for the 
National College of Arts, Lahore as it 
welcomed its alumnus Faisal Qureshi  

who was here to promote his new film as 
a debuting director.  The esteemed actor, 
Fawad Khan also graced the occasion. 
Both participants held a captivating panel 
discussion regarding their film with the 

students of NCA, Lahore. 

Under the astute guidance of Event 
Director Imran Qureshi and 

skillful moderation by Rabeya 
Jalil, the session drew a diverse 
audience of students and faculty 
members. Khan and Qureshi 
eloquently delved into the film’s 
framing as a socio-political 
satire. They also shed light on 
their journey in conceiving this 
thought-provoking subject. The 
discussion culminated with the 

actor engaging with both faculty 
and students.

 Several key individuals 
contributed to the success of this 

event and they were present on 
the occasion. These included 
the Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. 
Murtaza Jafri, Officiating 
Registrar Bushra Khan, 
Deputy Registrar Shahzad 
Tanvir, Madam  Shehnaz 
Malhi, Head of Foundation 
Khalid Ibrahim, Shaharyar 
Khan and Sajid Khan.

A Panel Discussion 
on the Film 

Money 
Back 
Guarantee 
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Community 
Outreach 
Program 

Summer 
Camp

On July 13 2023, a two-week Summer 
Camp commenced as part of the 
Community Outreach Program’s mission 

to impart art-making skills and knowledge to 
people from all walks of life. Under the direction 
of the Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri, 
this program which is held on an annual basis 
reaffirms National College of Art’s commitment 
to society by addressing the growing need for 
prioritizing art education in the country.

Hadiqa Aamir

This two-week summer camp, hosted at the 
Islamabad campus offered a diverse array 
of courses, including drawing, oil painting, 
watercolor painting, graphic designing, 
animation, and fashion illustration. Participants 
had the opportunity to engage with faculty and 
community members through engaging modules 
including workshops with live demonstrations 
and insightful discussions.

One of the most outstanding features of this 
program is its inclusivity; it brings together 
individuals from diverse backgrounds and fosters 
collaborations. It not only provides a creative 
outlet but transcends differences like age, 
profession, and prior experience and broadens 
one’s perspective with exposure to creative 
thinking.

By the end of the summer camp students 
were awarded certificates recognizing their 
achievements. The success of this Program was 
apparent in the remarkable works produced by 
the participants. NCA is dedicated to paving 
the way for increased opportunities that will 
ultimately enrich and uplift communities.
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The National College of Arts Lahore, in 
collaboration with the Alliance Française de 
Lahore and Embassy of France, presented a 

musical concert titled “MÉLODIES DE PIANO.” 

As part of an inaugural tour in Pakistan, a 
scintillating live performance of the piano virtuoso 
Maxime Zecchini was held at the National College 
of Arts, lahore. Maxime Zecchini delivered a 
captivating performance encompassing a diverse 
repertoire of classical and modern music. Born in 
Paris, Maxime Zecchini is a distinguished graduate 
of the Conservatoire National de Musique de Paris 
and the Imola Academy in Italy where he earned 
high honors. He has graced numerous musical 
events and festivals in over 60 countries. This 
event was graced by the presence of esteemed 
Vice Chancellor Professor Dr. Murtaza Jafri, the 
American Consul General and distinguished 
members of the French Embassy as well as faculty 
and students.

The event was moderated by Ateeq-ur-Rahman 
and the evening’s musical journey began with a 
powerful instrumental rendition of the National 
Anthem performed by Maxime Zecchini on the 
piano, Solomon Majid on electric guitar, Jordan on 
acoustic guitar, Uzziah Sarfaraz on bass guitar and 
Ustad Raza Shaukat on the Tabla. Zecchini then 
took center stage, delivering a breathtaking solo 
performance that spanned Western classical, film 
and popular French pieces.

Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri, in his 
remarks, expressed his delight at the opportunity 
to host such a renowned artist and emphasized 
the importance of cultural exchange and power 
of music to transcend borders and foster goodwill 
among nations. The American Consul General 
and members of the French Embassy also shared 
their appreciation for the event underlining the 
significance of cultural diplomacy in strengthening 
international ties.

A musical concert by 
MAXIME ZECCHINI 
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“

Dr. Arshad Saleem Bhatti, Rector, Virtual 
University of Pakistan and Mr. Ehsan 
Puri, Director IT VU visited National 

College of Arts, Lahore to discuss possible 
academic collaborations in a bid to promote 
modernized education. 

The discussion involved sharing expertise 
and resources between Virtual University and 
National College of Arts to enrich the curriculum 
with the latest advancements and trends in 
technology, art and design. It is the need of the 
hour to integrate technology into Visual Art 
education in order to foster digital avenues and 
equip students with skills relevant to the  
digital age.

Such collaborations also demonstrate a 
commitment   to advancing innovative learning 
and preparing students to thrive in a rapidly 
changing world. Mr. Bhatti expressed his 
gratitude on receiving a warm welcome and 
was appreciative of the role NCA is playing with 
regards to disseminating the new trends in Art 
education in Pakistan. 

Recently, Chairperson of the National 
Commission on the Status of Women, 
Nilofer Bakhtiyar; Secretary NCSW, 

Mr. Khawaja Imran Raza and UNW Technical 

Advisor NCSW, Nabila Malick were warmly 
welcomed at the National College of Arts, 
Lahore. They held a discussion on the critical 
importance of women’s rights and empowerment 
with the Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri. 
The conversation delved into various aspects 
of gender equality, addressing challenges and 
exploring strategies to advance and safeguard 
women’s rights in the country. 

During the visit, Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. 
Murtaza Jafri shared practical examples of how 
gender equality is encouraged at the National 
College of Arts, Lahore. The visit marked an 
insightful exchange of ideas and experiences.Dr. Arshad 

Saleem Bhatti 
Rector, Virtual 
University of Pakistan  
Visits NCA

Chairperson 
National 
Commission on the 
Status of Women, 

Ms. 
Nilofer 
Bakhtiyar
visits NCA
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On 23rd August 2023 the Department of 
Music at the National College of Arts, 
Lahore held a musical performance in 

honour of the Vice Chancellor Professor Dr. 
Murtaza Jafri. Faculty, students and guests gathered 
at the Shakir Ali Auditorium. The performers 
consisted of a mixture of faculty members and 
students of the Department of Music. A variety 
of musical pieces were performed by them that 
included both instrumental and vocal music. The 
event started off with a performance by Ateeq 
ur Rahman on vocals, Ustad Raza Shaukat on 
Tabla, and Rakae Jamil on Sitar in which a duet 
of Raag Jog was performed. It was followed by 
vocal performances of popular evergreen Urdu 

songs sung by students Zaira Ali, Samya Gohar 
and Haseeb,  accompanied by Raza Shaukat on 
the Tabla, and Haroon Shad on the keyboard/
piano and Syed Umar Ali on guitars and bass with 
Ateeq playing drums on several songs. Faculty 
members of the Department Hussain Waqar and 
exceptional guitarist, Umar and Rakae performed 
a fusion instrumental piece followed by a solo 
sitar piece played by Rakae Jamil. One of the 
highlights of the evening was Ustad Raza Shaukat 
and Haroon Shad’s instrumental rendition of the 
Mission Impossible  film theme. The event was well-
attended and demonstrated a genuine effort put in 
by the students and faculty of the Department of 
Music to showcase their talent.

Rakae Jamil

A Lively
Music Concert
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In the preceding 
year, NCA 
organized 

significant initiatives as 
part of the PINKtober 
campaign under the 
patronage of Vice 
Chancellor Prof. 
Dr. Murtaza Jafri. 
These initiatives 
had encompassed 
an exhibition that 
was inaugurated by 
the First Lady, Mrs. 
Samina Alvi along with 
another event where 
Mr. Omar Aftab, the 
CEO of Pink Ribbon 
led an open house 
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On June 16th, 2023, the 
Department of Music held its 
final performance for the Spring 

Semester. The event was held at the 
Shakir Ali Auditorium at NCA, Lahore 
Directed by Rakae Rehman Jamil, the 
instructor of the class, the performances 
by students featured a mashup of Miley 
Cyrus’s “Flowers” with classical Kalam 
of Amir Khusro called “Sakal Ban”, a 
funk fusion version of “Mast Qalandar” 
composed by Uzziah Sarfaraz  and lastly 
a composition based on “Raag Bageshri” 
in “Roopak Taal” which is in 7 beats. 
The performances were applauded  by 
both students and faculty members who 
were present at the event. The ensemble 
performance demonstrated how vital 
music is as a means of expression. 
The event was received with much 
appreciation and applause and served as a 
fitting conclusion to the Spring Semester 
of 2023. 

Dr. Usman Malik

session along with his colleagues and surgeons. 
These activities aimed to enhance awareness 
among the institute’s students, faculty and staff 
with the overarching goal of mitigating the 
fatality rate linked to breast cancer. On 22nd 
August 2023, a noteworthy event was held at the 
Higher Education Commission to recognize and 
commend institutions that have taken proactive 
steps in raising awareness about this disease. 
The event was dedicated to acknowledging 
the impactful efforts put forth by various 
organizations in advocating for early detection, 
prevention and support for those affected by 
the disease. As an integral part of this event, 
National College of Arts, Lahore was honored 
with the “Best Engagement Award” by Dr. 
Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman HEC and Mr. Omar 
Aftab, CEO Pink Ribbon for the outstanding 
contribution to the cause. This event highlighted 
the potential for significant progress through 
collaborative endeavors. 

Ensemble
by Music Department
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VC Prof. Dr. 
Murtaza Jafri 
Participates     
In The Vice 
Chancellor’s 
Conference On 
Civic Education 

The Punjab Higher Education Commission 
(PHEC) collaborated with the Center for 
Peace and Secular Studies to host a two-day 

“Vice Chancellor’s Conference on Civic Education” 
which was held at Faletti’s Hotel in Lahore from 
August 16-17th, 2023.

During this conference, Vice Chancellor of the 
National College of Arts Professor Dr. Murtaza 
Jafri, Lahore played a key role as a panelist in a Panel 
Discussion centered on the “Pivotal Role of Arts 
and Culture in Shaping Personality and Fostering 
Holistic Development.” The distinguished panel 
also included Professor Rashid Rana, Professor 
Dr. Ahmad Bilal, Dr. Sharieh Hosseini Nasab 
and Dr. Sughra Sadaf. The session was expertly 
moderated by Rabeya Jalil, an Associate Professor 
and the Head of the Painting Department at the 
National College of Arts, Lahore. The discussions 
explored the significant influence of arts and 
culture in shaping individuals and contributing to 
their overall development. The event served as a 
platform for insightful dialogue and collaboration 
among esteemed academic figures.
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On October 23rd 
2023, The 
National College 

of Arts, Lahore received 
the Deputy Head of the 
Italian Embassy who was 
accompanied by his wife. 
This visit was a reflection 
of the deep cultural ties 
that exist between Italy and 
Pakistan. The guests visited 
the campus and met with 
faculty. Their visit to NCA 
showcased their interest in 
the arts and culture of the 
region.
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This summer I was lucky enough to go on 
a holiday to Turkey. I was fascinated by 
Turkish culture and my short summer 

break in the city of Istanbul was unforgettable. As 
someone who resides in a city that is not next to an 
ocean,  The sight of Istanbul’s coast and its ocean 
captivated me instantly. The way in which the 
waves undulated, coalesced, broke apart and played 
with the light of the setting sun was a feast for the 
eyes of an artist. 

Picture the scenic coastline of Istanbul, the smell of 
salt water, the sound of the waves breaking off the 
rocks at the shore. The word “Marmara” is of Greek 
origin and it means “crystalline rock” because of 
the white marble that was quarried there. I was 
mesmerised by the sight of the sparkling waters of 
this sea of Marmara. 

Zobia Yaqoob

is elaborate in that it involves the use of organic and 
locally sourced material. A metal tray is filled with 
water, seaweed extract or gelatin which is added to 
the water to increase its density (denser water is easier 
to work with) and natural pigments made of finely 
ground rocks or local soils are mixed with the bile of 
an ox. These pigments are then sprinkled using a stiff 
brush made of horsehair. They are dropped using a 
pipette or poured onto the water surface. A tool or 
implement is then used to drag or move the paint 
around. This tool can also be a simple toothpick or 
comb. Acid free paper is then laid flat onto the surface 
of the water and pulled away to reveal a beautiful 
abstract marbled pattern that has transferred onto the 
paper.  

As I gazed into the metal tray with my classfellows, I 
could see swirling colours dance on the surface of the 
water, spreading out and mingling to create generative 
patterns. This process reminded me of the Marmara 
sea from my holiday. 

Many amazing patterns can be developed and 
numerous techniques exist to achieve these beautiful 
designs. During the course of our workshop we 
made tulip patterns (tulips are the national flower of 
Turkey) and swirling paisley style patterns. We were 
even taught special techniques such as the Spanish 
technique which is used to create different illusions 
of depth and space.  This workshop introduced us to 
a new set of skills and materials all of which we could 
perhaps employ in our practice. Despite its ancient 
past, it ironically offered us a fresh new perspective 
in painting and demonstrated how it is important to 
study and revisit old techniques and practices of the 
region.

D
a

n
ci

n
g

 o
n

 w
a

te
r 

P
a

i
n

t
i

n
g

 
w

i
t

h
 

E
b

r
u

Even after I returned I continued to recall my love 
for Turkish culture and its landscape. What I had 
not anticipated was that this relationship would 
deepen. When the semester commenced I learnt 
that a  fantastic workshop had been arranged for 
students of the MA Visual Art Department and that 
the conductor of the workshop was from Turkey! 
Ustaad Dogan Cagan was invited to NCA to teach us 
about a very old paper marbling technique known in 
Turkish known as “Ebru”.  

Believed to be widely practised as early as the 13th 
century, Ebru was a technique employed by artisans 
in Turkey to create abstract patterns and marbled 
effects to be used in paintings, calligraphy, textiles 
and even book binding. Ebru utilises the unique 
surface tension properties of water and oil to create 
abstract designs using natural pigments. The setup 
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Delegations 
of Embassies 
and Missions 
Visit NCA 
Rawalpindi

R ecently, National College of Arts, 
Rawalpindi played host to various 
distinguished delegations from different 

embassies and missions who visited the campus. 
The visiting diplomats were given a tour of the 
campus and studios. They engaged in dialogue 
with the faculty and students.

As the delegation departed the resonance of 
shared experiences and mutual appreciation 
lingered, reinforcing the belief that art serves 
as a universal language capable of fostering 
understanding and unity across diverse 
backgrounds. NCA Rawalpindi, through this 
event, celebrated a significant milestone but also 
reaffirmed its commitment to fostering cultural 
exchange.
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The National College of Arts, Lahore had the privilege of 
welcoming the Ambassador and Head of the Delegation of 
the European Union to Pakistan, Dr. Riina Kionka. The Vice 

Chancellor Professor Dr. Murtaza Jafri, extended a warm welcome 
to Her Excellency.

She toured the studios, observed students at work and fully 
immersed herself in the creative atmosphere of the College. During 
her visit, Ambassador Kionka engaged with the students and 
expressed admiration for their artworks.  In her interaction, the 
ambassador highlighted the remarkable creative synergy between 
European and Pakistani artists, emphasizing how this collaboration 
strengthens the cultural bond between the two regions.
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On November 14th 2023 The National 
College of Arts, Lahore hosted the 
opening of a Solo exhibition titled, “Silent 

Horizons: A journey through brush and soul by 
Barkaat.” 

Barkaat, formerly a Chartered Accountant, 
faced a life-altering brain injury that redirected 
the trajectory of his life. His artistic journey, 
intricately woven with years of resilience and 
a profound passion for painting, reflects the 
triumph of the human spirit over adversity. 
Through his paintings and artworks titled “Silent 
Horizons,” he narrated a compelling story of 
personal growth and creativity amidst the daily 
challenges encountered as a person with special 
needs.

The exhibition encapsulates the essence of 
Barkaat’s journey offering a glimpse into his 
extended period of physical hardship. His 
artwork serves as a powerful testament to the 
transformative power of creativity. Barkaat 

captures the tranquility and assurance inherent 
in everyday scenes revealing the profound beauty 
within the simplicity of ordinary life and the 
healing embrace of nature. The landscapes in the 
exhibition danced with the interplay of light and 
colour, inviting us into a world where depth of 
perception transforms the canvas into a living, 
breathing tableau.

The event also featured a talk where guests were 
invited to speak about the work of Barkaat. It was 
moderated by Dr. Arshia Qasim, Neurologist, 
Art Therapy and Narrative Medicine Expert 
and Barkaat’s sister. The distinguished list of 
speakers at the event included Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Dr. Murtaza Jafri, Dr. Aijaz Anwar, 
Ambereen Siddiqui, Dr. Anam Najam, Dr. Seemi 
Sadia, Ahmad Hasnat and Ahmer Mallick.

The event was a celebration of Barkaat’s 
indomitable spirit and artistic prowess. It 
provided a platform for dialogue 
and inspiration. 
The exhibition 
welcomed 
many visitors 
from all 
walks of life. 
Each piece 
in “SILENT 
HORIZONS 
‘’ was an 
invitation to 
witness the 
remarkable 
labor of 
love and an 
opportunity 
to find 
inspiration 
within the 
embrace of his 
soulful creations.

NCA Unveils

SILENT 
HORIZONS  
A journey through 
brush and soul at 
Zahoor ul Akhlaq 
Gallery

Mahrukh Bajwa
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ge On November 2nd 2023, an exhibition of prints 
produced in the Cowasjee Print Studio in the 
Printmaking Department of NCA, Lahore was 

inaugurated.  “Re-use, Re-work, Re-consider” was held at 
the Zahoor-ul-Akhlaq Gallery located inside the National 
College of Arts, Lahore. The title drew inspiration from the 
words of Greta Thunberg and its aim was to unveil creative 
solutions in art practices to address the environmental 
challenge plaguing our world today.

This body of work produced both by students and faculty 
emerged from an intensive 2-week workshop conducted 
by International visiting artists from London, Nilofer 
Akmut and Michelle Avison at the Cowasjee Print Studio. 
The aim of the workshop for students in particular, was 
to consider the reuse of materials and sustainability as a 
concept and as part of art practices that could present new 
creative possibilities whilst highlighting concerns about 
sustainability and climate change. 

Senior faculty and even renowned artists and former 
principals of NCA such as Salima Hashmi and Nazish 
Ataullah  produced prints in the Cowasjee Studio which 
were then displayed in the Zahoor ul Akhlaq Gallery. Works 
by the visiting artists themselves were also displayed. 
The presence of works by all these artists and the concept 
behind this exhibition highlighted the need for collective 
engagement with climate concerns as they transcend 
borders, geographies and reiterate the need for urgent 
countermeasures.
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Farewell
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